Response
We agree with Dr Buchwald that the Program on the Surgical Control of the Hyperlipidemias (POSCH) 1 is an important trial in the history of the lipid hypothesis of coronary prevention. Its exclusion from our review in no way detracts from the excellence of that study, but rather emphasizes the difficulty of encapsulating 50 years of risk reduction and forecasting the next 50 years in 5000 words or less. No retrospective can be as complete or as detailed as the authors may wish when space limitations must be considered. Descriptions of other important trials, such as the Coronary Drug Project, 2 were also omitted.
Dr Buchwald highlights many of the major findings of POSCH, which add considerably to the evidence favoring lipid modification to prevent atherosclerotic progression and events. With safety of treatment as a leading concern, many physicians closely examine the adverse events, especially the effects on all deaths, in clinical reports. The significant decreases in total mortality rates observed in-trial in the Scandinavian Simvastatin Survival Study 3 
